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THE PROBLEM

To analyze the strength and capabilities of Soviet Bloo
forces to conduct military operations ageinst NATO during the
period 1951.195), including the capacity of the Soviet Bloc
to maintain and increase these forces after the cutbreak of
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1, The USSR has at present and will probably have through

CONCLISTONS

uid=195h military strength of such magnitude ss to poss 2 cone
stant and serious threat to the security of the 'WATO powers,

The intelligence organizations of the Departments of State,
the Army, the Navy, the Air Foree, and the Joint Staff pertleipoted
' in the preparation of this estimate, 411 members of the Intelligence
-’ Advisory Committee concurred in this estimate on 4 October.
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especially in view of the aggressive nature of Soviet obe

jectives and policies,

2, Politically, economically, and militarily the Soviet

bloc is capsble of undertaking a majer war, Its over=gll

-’
. ‘mid=195k.
b}
8o
{
r >.
Bo

strength and wer potential ghould increase ccnsiderah]y by

Despite contimed politics spsions within the
Bloe, both the Joviet poph ation snd the
Buropsan Sqtelliteg are ..undcr firm KBxemidin cone
trol, In the g¥ent of wax; varicus jatergal
political tefisiond yight beoome pore atube,\ut,
ghort of frmed invasiod, they probably would no¥
be & derious cbstacls to Sovist ability to sus-

tgin a major war efiort.

The Soviet esonomy is already at a high state of
war-readiness and its productive capacliy is such
as to enable the USSR %o undertake a najor war
effort, In the evert of war, the Soviel economy,
unless crippled by & strategic alr offensive,
cquld support a substantial increase in war pro-
guckion, |

The over-gll conveantional military strength in

being of the Scviet orbit is the greatest in the -

> 2 e .
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8. Desplite continued political tensions within
the Soviet Bloc, both the Soviet population and
the European Satellites are under firm Kremlin
control, In the event of war various internal
tensions will tend to bescome more acute, but they
probably will not become serious enough to pose |
& major obstacle to Soviet ability to sustain a
major war éffort until the latent disruptivs
elements within the Soviet Bloc acguire a
reascnabtle expectation and hope of the ultimate
victory of the antieSoviet forces. The potential
of such disruptive elements will probably increass

substantially and at an accelerated pace if and as

e 3 t Bloc suff 1
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world todsy, While the personnel streongth of

the Soviet bloc forees should increase only

noderately thmugb mid-195h, the completion

of current progrsmsl should materially improve

their mobilisation potential and combat effectives

ness, Soviet atomic capabilities, already sube
N | ~ stantial, should also materially increase,

3: In view of the high state of ware-readiness of the .
Soviet economy and armed forees, the USSR is at ‘present capable
of initiating hostilities againet the NATO powers with 1littls
or no warning, It now has the capebility of simnltaneously
conducting a series qf-land campaimng sgainst Western Burope
and the Middle East, as well as air and submarine shtacks against
the UE, the US and Canada, and NATO ses communications, By |
nid=195k, growing Soviet military and economic strength, pare
ticularly in atomie wespons, should materislly enhance Soviet
ability to conduct these operations,
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ENCLOSURE

X, SOVIET OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

1. The ultimate Soviet objective is to achieve & Communist
world erder dominated by the USSH, Soviet leaders have elearly
' shown that they comsider themsslves mé;zagéd in an unceasing and
inescapable struggle with the mnmﬂummnisi; eountries and that
they regard this strmggle as assentially a state of war in
which 'amy '&»m‘biu or weapon that' promizes to wesken and dmtmyv
the méw iz admimeible,

- 2, The prineipsl immedlate eim of Seviet poliey in I'hxropa
| is to cbstrust the further growth of Western strength and unity,

| 1”?1& Soviet Union ie mecking specifically to 'diyﬁ;; tﬁi‘h Weglern

Fowars, vto frostrate their rearmamant Plang, topecvent a Wogt

Gorwan milifery coniribution o Wsstern defense, <und-tebwiag

30 In pursuit of these objectives it appeary likely that |
the USSR will contimse its presest aggressive policy of politi-
val snd psychological warfare, In fact, the USSR has alresdy
intensifisd its pressures in Burope, partisularly in saekix_:g
to forestall West Gormsn resyasment mmd to underzing popular
sapport of HATO defense programs, 'ﬂm'wntimmd growth §£ Nm

. B .
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strangth, however, might J.ead the USSR to adopt a new approachs

28, On the one hand, the USSR might seek to promots
a temporary rélaxatd.an of international ten-
sions, This spprosth would simply mark a tase
tical shift to a differont msthod of political
and prychological warfare, designed tolll the
West into a false sense of security and under-

mine growing NATO strength.

b, On the other hand, there will contime to bs
a serious possibility that the USSR in pursuit
of ite objectives might precipitate general war,
In view of the aggressive nature of Soviet
polisy, the high state of Soviet war=preparednsss,
and the present Soviet superiority in convention=
al military strength, the danger of Soviet mili-
tary aggression will remsin particularly acute
until the NATO 'powars achieve an adequate
position of strength,

II, POLITICAL FACTORS

e In contrast to the NATO soslition, the USSR oceupies
a uniquely advantaﬁoous posi‘t.ion for condusting its foreign
policy. The Kremlin (1) operates on the premise of a psrme=

=5
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ment conflict with the nonSoviet worlds (2) ean act Meorractly”
on the governmental level while its world Comminist network
undertakes sgorassive mﬁong (3) caﬁ act quickly, secretly,
and arbitrerily without referemce to the opinions of legisis-
ﬁums, special intémat groups, domestic publie opinion; or

its allies; (L) can use Commnist ideology as an ostensibly
moral cover for its own aggressix}a actions and as a magnet for
attracting local and foreign suppert; (5) can eonduct 1te pro-
Paganda with a single voice; and (6) can largely frustrate bty
its own security measures any countermoves directed at ths

Soviet peepls,

5o Despite the tensions pesuliar to the USSR, as well
&8 those inherent in any totalitarian state, the internal Pogi-
tion of the Soviet Governmsnt ig probably more sesure at present
then at any time since 1917, i‘here are no indications of sny
actual or potential dissemgion within leading Sovist circles
sufficient to weaken the Party’s position, nor are there simes
of either the intention or capability of the Soviet armed foress
to challenge the Party's supremsty, Although living standards
and police-state controls contime to produce dissatisfaction
and lgssituds on the part of ylar‘ga segments of the population,
there is no evidancs of any organized epposition groups capsble
of threatening the Politburofs econtrol, _ Wﬁilg Stalin®s death

©6 o

4R 3" P79S01011A000500050007-3
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wight present serious diffieulties, the present situation
in the Politburo appears less corducive to a major split then
% the time of the death of Isniyn,

6. Despite contiming tensions within the Soviet bloe,
Communist contro) seems assured in East Germamr Poland,
Gzechoalovakia, Hoangary, Rumania, Bulgaria, Albania, Outer
Hongolia, North Korea, and Commuiiat Ching, The only appig=
ciable 1likelihood of merious internal straing would be in
Commnist China, if 1t remains enbroiled in hostilitiss in
the Far East, While chronic difficnlties will persist in ths
Sovistisstion of the Burcpesn Sateliites, they will probably
be 5311l held under firm Soviet aont;mlo Domestiic dissgatis-
faction with the dsprivations craated by the forced pace of -
industrialization, sgrarisn sollactivisation, and resrmsment
will eontimie in the Soviet orpit, but will not consiituts a
asrioug threat to Soviet control,

?., 48 a result of its world patwork of Commmnist Parties
- and front organizsbions the USSR has the advantags of an ore
ganlzed center of opposition in mest foreign countrieg,
Thess groups provide local machinesy for attrasting non-Commnist
mpport, shaping public opinion, bringing pressure on local
governamenta, and, by infiltraticn of strategis trads unions,

TCP SECRE
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digrupbing the local economy, | At present these groups srs
concentrating, together with the USSR, in a concartsd drive
to destroy the local will to fight by seeling to convince
Western publie opinion that suppart of Western defense plans

will lead %o severe economic hardshipe and eventually to war,

INSERT

8. In the event of war various internal tensions will
tend to beco:mn nore acute, but they probably will not become
serious enough to pose & major cbstacle to Soviet ability to
sastain a majoi' war sffort until the latent die;ruptive- ele~
ments within thé Soviel Bloc acquire a reasonasble expectation
and hope of the ultimate vic’c.orﬁr of the anti-Soviet forcésk.‘
The potentlal of such disrupti\fe elements wili probably
increase substantially and at an accelerated pace 1f and as
the Soviet Bloc suffers damaging internal reverses.

ITY, ECONOMIC FACTORS

9o Strategic Significsuce of the Zoviet Blec Economy-

RERRD

2o The Soviet economy is alvready at a high etate

e 8 [~
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of warereadiness and it is estimated that its
pmduct.ﬁe cipacity is at such a level and of

such a character as to enable the USSR to maine
*

tain a major war effort, Continued large-

scale arms production and stockpiling during

the next two years will further increase Soviet

econonic. war-readiness, There is evidence that
during recent years high priority has besn
aseigned to the development and produstion of
new and improved mﬂitary items, Moreover there
has been increasing emphasis throughout the ene
tire econonmy on strengthening military capabilie
ties through technological advances and improved

-quality, Inea'easec; industerislization in the
European Satellites snd their further integra~

tion into the Soviet economy will also contribute
to Soviet war potential,

However, cortain sectdrs of the Soviet economy

are highly winerable to air atteck and will proe
bably renain o beyond 195L, despite Soviet
efforts to 1npr6m their air defenses, to continue

%

This statement does not consider the effeets of air attask,

The wvulnerability of the esonomy o such attack is cone
sidered in paragraph 21 belew,
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Soma o'ednomié

dispersion of facilities and %o daveiop a
nore complete system of reserve stocks,

defiolencies ,
- Wwill 8t311 persist

¥ithin the Soviet biee during 1952<195);, partie
cularly in such itens 88 certain types of gvige
tion fuels, some chemical items, electronics,
mershant shipping, soms types of machinery
eqjxipment and precision mstrumants, cortain
nonferrous metals aﬁd fermcalloya, natural
rubber, tranaportat:f...on @nd- 2 wids variety ‘of
replacement parts and equipnent Components, In

& general war of long duration these deficiencies

would become inoreasingly important, although
thay would probably not deter the Sovistp from
besoming involwed ir & gensral war,

%

Strategic Industrial Potential, Most of the heavy

industries of the USSR ars fairly well dawloped and are fully
capabls of supplying the requirements of the Soviet military
mechine, Estimated production of foup basic industries for

L3

050007-3
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The discussion in baragraphs 10 through 20 does not con-
eider the effects of alr attack unless it ig specifically
referved to, | |
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1952 is shoum below,

USSR Satellites _3;/
Stael (thousands of metrie tons) 31,,0003 . TLT00
Coal (thousands of metrie tons) = 265,000 ITS,OOOQI
Crude 011 (thousands of metrie tons) Wl : 99100
Electric Powers (milliona of luwh) 120,000 - | 3.393

Industrial production im generally mfficient %o msppa’rt. a major
ugx effort, although in eertsin asrsas atringencies uuuld doubd~
less develop, Of these, the teo rost important would p?obably

be petroleum and electronica,

_ ;\
1, Petroleun, Petroleum production and stecke \l(a

genefally adequate for s reasonable rate of pe&mﬁm& develop~

ment and for at 1east. the m:ma:t Soviet military éanpai

2/ In hard coal smivalents,
3/ The meximam probable figure.

o 1L = 71 {

7

/1
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in 1953 and 195} increased production facilities and the in-
probably eliminete

creased use of Jot alreraft would sedwes gy such déficiewyo
12, El@atromo It is -_EB'hi.ma’b&d that the Soviet Bloo .
is capable of producing conventioral electronics items, ine
cluding commmications and radar, in sufficient quantity to
meul esgentlal Soviet military needs, However, the capacity
of this industry is probably not adsquate to supply expendable
military electronics items mwmmm%ﬁm‘*
B85 on a scale which would permit widespread utilization in

'1arge quantities,

13, Qther Industries, The Soviet Bloe has shown addie

tional weaknesses in the production of certain special quality
ma%al products, certaln chemicsls, speeial types of machinéryi
and equipment, precision inabrumﬂn‘sa ad s wide variety of |
x;epl&em?ent parte and equipment cmmmntsa Of considerable
importance is the Soviet Blocss very 1limited merchsnt shipe
building capaeity, . .

1k, Production of Sslectod Military Ttems, The muni-
tione industry, although econcsntrated in Western USSR and the

Urals, consiste of a large mumbsr of plants scattersd “through=
out thess reglons, |
2o Alreraft == Produsticn of aireraft by the
Soviat Unlon in 1950 is esiimated at more than
7,000, of which spproximately two-thirds were

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : C:I{%-RDP79301011A000500050007-3
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conbat aircraft, Current indications are that
1951 production will be considerably higher
than 1950 wii;h inereased congentration on com=
bat types. Soviet production fecilities have
the capability of increasing this figure inas=
much as sdequate supplies of materizls, parti=
calarly aluminum, are availabls, The potential
total capability to produce is estimated at
148,000 211 types, which could be reached at the
end of & twenty-four month period with existing

plant facilities pm&;cing present modsls.

Fotor Vehicles = It 18 estimated that 400,000

vehisles (of which 360,000 were trucks) were

produced by the USSR in 1950, By 1952 productlon
will be at least 500,000, Satellites are ox=
pected to produce more than 50,000 motor vehicles

in 1952,

Armored Combat Vehisles = ‘Phe estimated rate

of production for 1950 of 6,000 tanks and selfo
propelled guns could, 1f desired, be increassd
within one yesr to rate of spproximately 30,000,
The pesk Sovist production rate of armored

fighting vehicles during World War II was 32,000

e 33 @
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per year, O0f the Satellites, Cgechoszlovakis,

Hungary, and East Germany have at prasent the
| capasity to produca components and limited

quantities of armored fighting vehicles,

d. Shipbuilding == The Soviet Union is not
building approecisble mumbers of ocsan=going
 merchant ships of over 1,000GRT and it is esti-
mated that its anmusl output of such veséels
does not now exceed 25,000 GRT. The combined
- output of the Satellites is estimated at 10,000
%0 50,000 GRT per year,

- Exespt in the Far Fast, construction of
naval vesgels was held up by the war, and it
‘was not until December 1949 or Jammary 1950
that shipyard damage had been fully vepaired
and capmity production remumed, TYards ave now
besoming avnilahls for the construction of poste
war ships. 'Gapaci‘ty for buildiﬁg subnmarines
has increased sinecs the war and will continmue to
inorease during the pericd 19525195k,

15, Raw Materials, On the whole, the Soviet Blee

posseszes adequate supplies of nesrly all the natursl resources

reguired %o develop an advanced ivdustria) esonomy, Dependsnce

o1 e
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on cutside mources in relation to total consumption of most

- commodities is relatively small in peacetime.  Deficiencies
in some items such as copper, lead, sine, tungsten; nickel,
-antimony, tin,obalt, industrial diamonds, sulphur, pyrites,
snd natural rubber would force a careful allocation of these
resources by the Sovieis in wartime. In a long war of attri-
tion and destruction these deficlencies might have an impore
tent affect on some 1lines of production, The pasitim_m of the
Soviet Bloc in raw materiale is expected to improve, however,
with the increased exploitation of raw materdal .soumes, -such
as tin, tungsten, and antimony in China, with contimued im- h
ports and stock building of naturel rubber, industrial diamonds,

and other items which are obhained from Western scurces,

16, Managament and Labor. The labor supply for the ine

dustrialization of the Soviet Bioc will be increased by transe
fers from the prepondsrantly agricultural labor forcss and by
additional enmloyment; of women; Trained peraunﬁel, although
growing in mumber, will contimia to be short relative to ine
dustrial reqx:lrgmentsa This will have its effests on the
sgonomy, but the goveém:ent will give emphasis in placement

and training to the more important and critical areas. Ooverne
ment control over the lsbor forces will be greater in 195221954,
Efficiency of laber and management is expected to increase

-
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durlng 1952-195k as a result of specialized training at various
levels and experience aequired by postwar entrsntes inte the
labor forea. On the whole, the cepsbility of mansgement and
labor to suppert a Soviet Bloc military effort in the period
1952-195L will be greater than it was in this ares in 1937,

17. Agricultursl Produetion, Although some difficulties
appear %o have developed in Soviet agriculture as a result of
the progran for the merger of collectives s these geem to have
bwen overcome by the government's easing up in the prosscution
of the progivam, Tha‘ agricultural situation in the USSR is
therefors expected 4o reminb statle with production generally
adequate to mest requirements either in war or pesce, and with
soms luprovement in the livestock and industrial crop sitna
tion, In the Satellites, recent tensions in the ngriculbaral
sphere will probsbly contimie, but unless exacerbated by a rapid |
inorease in the rate of collestivizstion they should not pre-
sent wn insuperable probiem to the regime, For the Sovied
Bloo a3 a whole, if harvests are normal production should be
sufficient to meet present rates of rabtioned consumption, ine
cluding contimed stockpilingg,

18, Telecommunicstions. The cormunications nstwork

of the Soviet Bloe is capable of meoting at least the basie
rinimom wartinme requiremenis. Lend line systemg serving most

I
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of the Urals, Puropean USSR and the European Satellites are
supplemented by radio services of reasonable effieiensy,
The areas sast of the Urals are generally dependent. on radio
semmnications, The military requirements of modern war
would probably dsmend s more extensive utilization of radie
commnication throughout the vhola country. The strain which
might be imposed on Soviet radio transmission un_dezr such
eonditions mi@t well be great; however, ﬁha gystem ig pro=
bably designed, at least in large part, to meet such an

ar:érgemy and cannot ba ewpectad to break down,

19, Tranepertation. Although inferier by US standards,

the Saviét Bloe transportation system, in which railways occoupy
by far the most important position, probably has the capaﬁiﬂy,
after cutbacks in non-essential tiraffic, to meet military
and eivilien requirements in a major war, The greatest trang-
port potential lies in the combined capacity of the EastaWast
lines in Burope, One of the most vulnerable poingse in the
Soviet economic and logistical position lies in the dependence
‘on the Trans-Siberian railroad fdr support of the Far Eastern
pmviﬁcea; however, this wealness has besn partially offset
by steckpiling, .

¥he differssce in pwope between the Sovist and
Satellits rail syatems necessi.i;a’é@a the iransloading of all
freight to standard gawge at or nser the borders of the Soviet
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Uslon, Seome 16 transfer points, several of which are exe
tonsive in nature, retard through freipght movements, but
their capacity is adequate wv handle Soviet’ logistie require-
m@ntéa Despite the foregoing limltations, the Soviet rail
system is probably better eqipped to support a major war
- effort than it was in 1940,

20. fbility to Increase Production in the Event of War,

If war were to break out in the period 1952-195) the econony,
in the absence of destruction from military action, could
support an inorease in military production, Reserve capacity
in the munitions industry could be utilized and plante such
an ﬁhose currently produciné tractors could be converted to
uilitary production, Materiala, transportation, and Labor
would be carefully sllacsted %o the highest priority p.mdncer
and in the early phases of the war would not creats eritical
deficiencies, In & var lasting more than two years certain
1tems in tight supply would probably begin to qealcen'or 1imit
certain phases of the military affort, . |

21, Vulnorability %o Air Atussk. The close balance
between availability and requiremcnts in many ltems of ime
portance to the Soviet Bloe econony, together with the vule
nerability of many scgments of the economy to air attack,
would represent the prineipal wealmess in any effort te

aalam
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strengthen the economy of the Soviet Bloc under wartime cone
ditions, The concentrations of plants in areas accessible

to All:!.e& bombers and the extreme difficulty of replacing

or reconstrueting such plants malkes certein industries highly
vulnerable o air attacke, Such attecks could produce g
serious reduction in the supply of vital services and comnodie
! ties; however, substantial stocks of these comnodities and of
| military end items, which are widely dispersed, might prevent,
| the full effects of such losses from béing felt at the front

| during the easly phases of the conflicto*

5 22, Vulnerability of the Economy to Economic Warfare,
Under wartime conditions the Wesiern progranm of economic ware
fare would be much more effective than 1% 18 now, th only
would there be a mueh tighter and more complete gysten of ex~
port control ut additional measures would be amployed includings
j preclusive buying, black listing, foreipgn funds control, denial
of shipping faeilities and sabotage, The Soviet Bloe would
attempt to reducs the effects of éuch a8 program by adjustmenta
within the economy but thers would be a definite 1imit on
thelir ability to reduce these effects; aﬁd in a long war, with
‘the inevitabls attrition and destruction, soms lines of mili-
tary production would be seriocusly affectsd,

# The question oFf the ability of the Soviet Bloc to benafit

L — from the economies of any arcas it might overrun is not
considered in this paper,
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IV, PRESENT AND PROJECTED MILITARY STRENGTH

23, It is estimated that the present Soviet Bloe (lesz
North Korea) armed forces have a total strength of approxie
mately 6,200,000, Assuming that no war occurs, the 195k
total strength of the armed furces of the Soviet Bloc is
estimated at about seven and one~half million,

24, For some time the USSR has been systematically
strengthening its own and Satellite forces in Eastern Europe
to maintain its relative advantage over growing Western
strength, The highly mechanized Soviet group of armies in
S Eastern Gemmany is being maintained in an advanced state of
combahreadineas and is be;tng supplied with the most modern
equipment, Soviet and some Satellite air units are being
rapidly re-equipped with jet aircraft and an airfield expansion

progran is well under way,

2% Ground Forces, The present ground foreces of the

Sovie£ Bloe (less North Korea) have an estimated total pere
sonnel strength of 5,430,000, organized to include 175 Soviet,
65 Buropean Satellite, and 219 Chinese Commnist line divisions,
Assuming that mo war occurs, it is estimated that the strength
and number of Soviet divisions will remain at appmﬁ.matoly

the present level through 195k, but that the armament, mobility,

20 =
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and capability of these forces for aﬁstained combat will
have improved. A significant increase in capabilities of
the European Satellite forces has occurred since 1950 and by
195 the present 65 divisions will have increased to 117,
In addition to this mumerical grnwth it is estimated that
the capabilities of the Eurcpesn Satellites will have ine
creased to a point where they would possess significant offen-
sive capabilities, without support of Soviet tactical forces,
although sustained combat would require major Soviet logiaaa
tical support,

26, Haval Forces, The Soviet Navy comprises 600,000

personnel and approximately 150 spa~going combatant surface
units and 360 submarines. It is eatimated that by 195} tho
Soviet Navy will hawe increased to spproximately 215 seﬁcgoing'
combatant surface units and about 645 operational submarines,
The Naval forces of the Soviet Buropean Satellites have not
been considered in this report since they are small and made
up of minor combatant types and miscellaneous lesser craft,
suitable for local defensive operations only. No significant
change 1s expected in this regard by 195),

27. Air Forces, The Soviet Air Forces, including Naval
Alr, comprise an estimated T/0 and E E strength of 20,000 aire
eraft, Together with European Satellite Air Forces, estimated

o 2] =
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at 1,850 aseigned and potentislly operational aireraft, and

the Chinese Commnist Air Force, estimated at 1,260 alreraft,
the Soviet Afr Hloc offers & conbined estimated strength

of 23,110 aireraft, It is estimated that by 1951;_ the personnel
strength of the Soviet Air Forces will have been increased
from a present 600,000 to 800,000, While the number of aire
éra.ft in units is not expscted to be increased, 1t is expected

‘that virtually a1l the fighter strength and a considerable pro-

portion of the light and medium bombers will be jet-engined
typea and that combat efficiency will be significantly ine
creased, Increases in the effectivencss of the Satellite
Alr Forces is expedted with the introduction of jet-powsmd
alreraft,

:za, Status of Supply, It is estimated that the Soviet
Arny at present has sufficient stockpiled weapons, ammunie
tions, supplies and equipment for a foree of 175 divisions in
combat in Europe and Asia for one year, lndependently of
eurr:ent production. Them are adecuate supplies of 0il, food,
6tc., to service the Soviet Baltic, Northern and Black Sea
fleeta, The ailrcraft industry and associated industries are
providing the Soviet Air Forces with a steady supply of new
and modern aireraft and equipment. This supply will probably

be large emough to allow the maintenance of a large war

w 28
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reserve, By 195h the over-all status of supply of the Soviet

armed foreces will have improved,
Vo MOBILIZATION POTENTIAL

| 29, The armed forees of the Soviet Union include a total
of 3,700,000 men with 6,750,000 additional trained reserves,
There are an additionsl 17,250,000 reserves who have received
some mililary training, The major problem of mobilizaticn
xcrill be the allocation of technicians and individuals with
mechanical skills among the three military services and the
war economy. The armed forees of the Eurcpean Satellites ine
clude a total of sbout 1,200,000 men with over 5,000,000 addi-
tionsl reserves of varying degrees of training,

30, Ground Fomeao I ip estimated that the Soviet Army

is capahla of expanding to a pergonnsl strangth of 8,000,000
organized into 320 line divisions by M £ 30 days or shortly
thersafter, While the Buropean Satellites could mobilize

a substantial portion of the 5,000,000 man reaem, their
ability to equip ground fores unitez will bs the limiting
factor, The 'a.vaiilability of equipment from either Soviet or
indigencus sources camnot be astimated at this tims,

31;, Hmml F’arces:a Assurming that the pargonnel strength
of the Soviet Navy st the beginning of mobilization remaing
substantially the same as at the pregent, it is ¢ timat.ed that
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that the Sovied Navy can mobilize by M £ 30 daye to a
strength of 800,000 wen. Since the Soviet Havy dws not
mainf;mﬁ,n 4 major ressrve i’léa% b meinbaing its fleots
in operabiongl readiness, the mobilizaztion of %ha Newy

would not be a major problsm,

E 32, Alr Forces. It ie estinated that the pereormsl
strength of Soviet Air Farces, presently 600,000, will have
- inereased Yo aspprozimately 800,000 by mid=195h. It is be-
lisved that the Soviets conld mobilize a botal strangth of

1,200,000 in 2ll corponents of military aviation, including

naval, shortly after deayo . It is estimated that presently

(o 117,500 men am asaigma‘i to the Hompssn Satellite Alr forces.
Their mobilization potentlel depends in considersble moasUYe
on the degree of dependability ’af ¥he reserve personnel, and
it is not possible o dgtermine what _mmber wight be cone

sidered relisble by the Soviets,
VI, MILITARY CAPABILITIES IN THE EVENT OF WAR

33, The Soviet Bloc forces, possessing the advantoge
of @ comcentration of force on interior lines and potentially
oxsrcising the initiative, are nmo disposed, eﬁganifmlﬁ and
squipped that they possess the capebilily of in:itiamng hoes
¥ilitien with 233418 or no nrior worning. It is estimated theb

the Sowie® Union hes suffieiend srrmed forces to underteks all
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of the opsrations listed bélov and still retain an adequate

regerve,

2, Simultanecualy: -

(1) A campaign against Western Burope ine
cluding Italy, with 75-90 line divisions
and up to 6,000 tactical aireraft.

(2) An aerial bombardment against the British
Isles, with initially up to 350 mediun
bonbers, 500 1light bombers and 500 fighters,

(3) Campaipgn in the Bulkans Yo includs Buro-
pean Turkey, with 55-60 lins divigions

.and up to 2,000 tactical aircraft,

() Campaigns sgainst the Near and Middle
East with about 25 line divisions and
500 tactical aireraft.,

(5) Cawpaigns in the Far East, enploying up
to 25 line divisions and 2,250 tactical
aircraft against Japan and Koreao _

{6) httﬁcks against Canada end the United States,
including Alaska and the Alsutiuns, ﬁftankn
could ineluds mining, amphibious #n’d eile
berns opsrations within vange limitations,
and gerial attack (conventional and atomic)
ageinat Canada and most of the United
States. |
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(7) A ses and‘ alr offensive against Allied sea
communications, einploying submarine and
mining a;‘htacko ‘_ |

(8) Subversive activities and sabotage against
Allied interest in all parts of the world,

(9) Defense of the Soviet Union against hostile

a;tt-acke'

successful in o
the occupation of the Channel Port Areas; a

full-scale sea and air offensive against the British

Isles including an attempted invasion,

If suocessful in ow rrunnig)g.athe intermediate aress, they could
the Ibserian Penine launch

other aress vital to Western dofensge
sule, as well ag alr attacks against/&'%, as :

necessary,

VII. ATOMIC WEAPONS

34 Although the Soviet atomic stockpile will eontinue

to increase through 195k, the disparity in numbers between

|
current US and Soviet atomic bo:;nb stocks will not be reduced,’

35, The Soviet Union hm ‘and will have mffieient airs -

craft, trained crews, and bases oi' operation to warrant an

‘attempt to deliver in the Unite& States and .*m-the Unitad King-
dom, the full stock pile of atonﬁc bombs that are now and wili

beconme availableo The Soviet Union has the capabilj.ty for

w‘

-2 .

' ‘ LA, 01011A000500050007-3
Approved For Release 2000/08/29 ﬂpg %%)EEE?QS _ ‘.




' Approved For Rele{s& 2000/08/29‘I®793010“I:IJA000500050007-3

|
i
|
elandestine atomic explosions in ports and in selected ine
‘ _

| land areas, and may be able to ilalmch guided missiles with
atomic warheads from sﬁbmarines within the perioed under

consideration,

VIII., SUARY OF FIGHITING LEFECTIVINESS

36, The Soviet Army 1s the most pmrerﬁﬂ.. and effective ground
combat force in heing in the worlc’i today, and the Iuropeen satellite
forces patterned cn the Soviets sre helng built up repidly end will be
fully combat weady by the end of 1953, The Soviet Air Forces in being

avre the world's largest end are meking rapid progress in re-aquipmont

| with modern asreraft and the building of a strategic alr arm, Their

training is far advanced aond thelr tactical end Fighter defcnse units
are currently disposed for the effective carrying out of their assigned
rissions, The capabilitios of the Satellite Air Forces have becn in-
creased through Soviet—-époneored re-oquipment and training prograns,
apparently with the ultimate poal of becoming effective as independent
combat forces., The principal strength of the Soviet Navy liea In o

lorge and powerful svimerdine force coupled with a considerable mumber

of ships of oll types up to end Including cruisers, The present Naval |

construction program will insure a progressive increase 4n the strength
and eapabilities of the Soviet Navy.

o 27
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VIXY, SURARY OF FIGHTING DFFECTIVOIESS

- 36, The Soviet Avmy is 'ﬁh@ mogt powerful and effeetlve ground
combat force in being in ’uhé world today, and the Luropesn satellite
fovces patborned on the Soviets are being milt up repidly and will be
fully combat ready by the end of 1953, The Soviet Adr Foreces in being

'are the world's lerpgest end are maling rapld Iirogress in rc-»equi;nngn‘h
with modern alreraft and the building of a strategic alr arm. Thelr
traﬁix.:hag ig far advanced end thelr tactleal and fighter defcnse units
are corvontly dij.amsxed for the effective carrying out of their assigned
misaions. The capabilitios of the Satellite Air Forces have becn in-
creased through Stnr*ieﬁ»sl;xﬁn$sured re-oguipment and training mreograns,
spparently with the wWltimnte goal of boconing effective as independent
combst forees. The principal strength of the Soviet Navy liec ina
larga and pomi‘fﬂ aubarine foree coupled with a congiderable pumber
of ships of vll types up o and including erulsers. The present Havel

congtruction progran will insure a progressive increase in the strength

and eapebilitieg of the Soviet Navy, 9\
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